
Elements of Poetry



Characteristics of Poetry
uUnlike prose which has a narrator, poetry has a 

speaker.

uA speaker, or voice, talks to the reader.  The speaker is 
not necessarily the poet.  It can also be a fictional person, 
an animal or even a thing

Example

But believe me, son.

I want to be what I used to be

when I was like you.

from ñOnce Upon a Timeò by Gabriel Okara



Characteristics of Poetry

Poetry is also formatted differently from prose.
üA line is a word or row of words that may or may 

not form a complete sentence.

üA stanzais a group of lines forming a unit.  The 
stanzas in a poem are separated by a space.

üA Couplet is a rhyming two-line stanza

üA Tercet(Triplet) is a three line stanza with a rhyme 
scheme

üA Quartet is a four line stanza with a rhyme scheme

üA Quintet is a five line stanza with a rhyme scheme

üA versecan refer to either a line or a stanza.



Couplet Example
Trees ïJoyce Kilmer

I think that I shall never see 

A poem lovely as a tree. 

A tree whose hungry mouth is prest 

Against the earth's sweet flowing breast;

A tree that looks at God all day, 

And lifts her leafy arms to pray;

A tree that may in summer wear 

A nest of robins in her hair;

Upon whose bosom snow has lain;

Who intimately lives with rain. 

Poems are made by fools like me, 

But only God can make a tree.



Figurative Language  
Language that is not supposed to be literal.  Explains ideas 
beyond conventional language.

u A simile is a figure of speech using a word such as like or as to compare 
seemingly unlike things. ïExample  Does it stink like rotten meat?- from 
ñHarlemò by Langston Hughes

u A metaphoralso compares seemingly unlike things, but does not use like 
or as.  Example: the moon is a white sliver From ñI Am Singing Nowò by 
Luci Tapahonso

u Personificationattributes human like characteristics to an animal, object, 
or idea.

u Example: A Spider sewed at Night from ñA Spider sewed at Nightò by Emily Dickinson

u Hyperbole ïa figure of speech in which great exaggeration is used for 
emphasis or humorous effect.

u Example: ñYouôve asked me a million times!ò

u Imageryis descriptive language that applies to the senses ïsight, sound, 
touch, taste, or smell.  Some images appeal to more than one sense.



Literary Devices ïUsed to add depth and meaning

uDiction ïthe choice of words by an author or poet
uConnotation- the emotional and imaginative association of 

a word. 
uDenotation - the dictionary meaning of a word. 
uExample: You may live in a house, but we live in a 

home.
uMoodïthe feeling or atmosphere that a poet creates. 
uSymbolism when a character, object, or event has a 

meaning beyond itself
uSyntax the arrangement of words into phrases, clauses, 

and sentences
uToneïa reflection of the poetôs attitude toward the 

subject of a poem.  Tone can be serious, sarcastic, 
humorous, etc.



Literary Devices ïUsed to add depth and meaning

u Conceitïa kind of metaphor that compares two very 

unlike things in a surprising and clever way. Often, 

conceits are extended metaphors that dominate an 
entire passage or poem.

u Allegory is a work where characters and situations symbolize greater 
issues beyond the text



Syntax ïThe arrangement of words into phrases, sentences

uCaesura is a pause within the poemïsometimes 
punctuated, sometimes not

uEnjambment when a line ends without a pause 
and must continue in the next line

uInversion is a deliberate flipping of the order of 
words.  Used to maintain meter, rhyme, or for 
emphasis

uParallel Structure is when a grammatical 
structure is repeated for emphasis and rhythm

uRepetition is when an element is repeated for 
emphasis or rhythm.



Literary Devices -Enjambment
u It creates a flow in the poem

u Creates anticipation, as reader must move to next line to 

figure out what is happening

u Establishes a faster rhythm due to lack of pauses (end stops).



Literary Devices -Enjambment



Literary Devices - Inversion
u Inversion is used to retain a rhyme scheme or meter



Literary Devices ïTone/Enjambment/Caesura

Å Is the speaker truly sorry?  

How do you know? (tone)

Å Notice how the lines run into 

each other (enjambment)

Å Notice where the pauses are 

(caesura).

ÅWhat is the effect of these run-

on sentences and pauses?



Literary Devices ïMood/Diction

The diction in this poem is simpleïwhy?



Sound Devices ï
Used to create a flow, rhythm, or musical quality

u Alliteration is the repetition of CONSONANT sounds at 
the beginningof words.

u Assonanceis the repetition of VOWEL sounds within a 
line of poetry.

u Consonanceis the repetition of consonant sounds at the 
within a line of poetry

u Onomatopoeiais the use of a word or phrase, such as 
ñhissò or ñbuzzò that imitates or suggests the sound of what 
it describes.

u Refrain a line that is repeated at intervals within a poem

u Rhyme is the repetition of similar end sounds either within or 
at the endof lines of poetry



Sound Device Example:



Sound Device Example:



Sound Device Example: Refrain



Sound Devices: Rhyme

uRhymeis the repetition of the same stressed 
vowel sound and any succeeding sounds in 
two or more words.

uInternal rhyme occurs within a line of poetry.

uEnd rhymeoccurs at the end of lines.

uSlant rhyme (near rhyme) happens when the 
author rhymes with words that do not sound 
exactly the same

uRhyme schemeis the pattern of end rhymes 
that may be designated by assigning a different 
letter of the alphabet to each new rhyme



Rhyme - Internal and External



Rhyme Example- Slant rhyme



Rhyme Scheme Example 1

ñAll mine!" Yertle cried. "Oh, the things I now rule!

I'm king of a cow! And I'm king of a mule!

I'm king of a house! And what's more, beyond that,

I'm king of a blueberry bush and cat!

I'm Yertle the Turtle! Oh, marvelous me!

For I am the ruler of all that I see!ò

from ñYertle the Turtleò

by Dr. Seuss
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In the pathway of the sun,
In the footsteps of the breeze,

Where the world and sky are one,
He shall ride the silver seas,

He shall cut the glittering wave.
I shall sit at home, and rock;
Rise, to heed a neighborôs knock;
Brew my tea, and snip my thread;
Bleach the linen for my bed.

They will call him brave.

ñPenelopeò by Dorothy Parker
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Rhyme Scheme Example2



Sound Devices: Meter
uMeteris a regular pattern of stressed and 

unstressed syllables 
ustressed syllables are marked with /
uunstressed syllables are marked with �‰.

uA foot is a pattern of stressed and 
unstressed syllables in a poem


